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Land for Wildlife Top End (LFW) supports wildlife habitat by promoting conservation, land management and wildlife 
awareness and education. A national program, LFW comprises different organisations operating under a national 
framework. LFW Top End, which is delivered by Greening Australia, supports over 250 registered properties covering 
8,000 hectares. 
 
LFW has been focusing on the enhancement of habitat for arboreal mammals, many of which are in steep decline in 
northern Australia. LFW has worked to protect the Black-footed Tree-rat in particular, helping landholders to install 850 
nest boxes and over 15000 plants to provide food and habitat for the endangered species. In addition to seeking expert 
advice on the specific design of nest boxes, LFW arranged a fire ecology workshop with a range of savanna fire experts. 
The next stage of this program now is enabling landholders to borrow motion sensing cameras and collect data on nest 
box use in collaboration with RIEL (Research Institute of Environmental Livelihoods). 
 
Collaborators in these programs have included the Green Army (through Conservation Volunteers Australia), Palmerston's 
Men Shed, researchers from Charles Darwin University, specialists at the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources, the Territory Wildlife Park, Remote Area Tree Services, Bush Fires NT, NT Fire and Rescue Service, Landcare NT 
and various landholders. LFW also has strong links with schools and local community groups, such as the Top End Native 
Plant Society. 
 
Further collaboration within other parts of the Group’s program has seen LFW work with Weeds Branch, the Top End 
Native Plants Society, Parks and Wildlife Commission of the Northern Territory and the Australian Association for 
Environmental Educators, as well as several local businesses. LFW has also developed a strong relationship with the 
Territory Wildlife Park, collaborating on workshops for members and providing work experience and knowledge 
development for Green Army teams working with LFW. The Green Army teams are working in an ongoing capacity across 
four intakes.  
 
The partnership with the Territory Wildlife Park enables LFW members to learn about threatened species ecology and 
habitat requirements. Ongoing relationships with the Northern Territory Government’s Flora and Fauna Division and 
researchers from Charles Darwin University ensures the program consults on data collection techniques, providing a 
greater understanding of the black-footed tree-rat and arboreal mammals generally.  
 
LFW also maintains constant communication with the NT Weed Management Branch and fire authorities, connecting 
landholders to resources ensuring that they are receiving up-to-date information. LFW Top End runs workshops on native 
plant propagation and habitat creation, and is involved with local schools and community events. Newsletters, radio 
interviews and other press have engaged the community on wildlife issues, ensuring strong buy-in from Territory 
stakeholders and substantial in-kind support for LFW projects. 
 



 

 

 
Landcare is a grassroots movement that harnesses individuals and groups to protect, restore and sustainably manage 
Australia’s natural environment and its productivity. Groups that fall under the Landcare umbrella work on a diverse range 
of environmental projects and include farmers embracing sustainable farm management and any community group that 
partakes in volunteer environmental activities. To find out how you can become a Landcare volunteer and for full details 
on all 2018 National Landcare finalists, visit www.landcareaustralia.org.au  
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For further information, photographs or interviews contact:  
 
Naomi Straw       Emma Lupin 
Landcare Australia       Land for Wildlife Top End 
naomi.straw@landcareaustralia.com.au     ELupin@greeningaustralia.org.au  
02 8440 8823       08 7922 9500 
 
Web Summary 
Land for Wildlife Top End (LFW) supports wildlife habitat by promoting conservation, land management and wildlife 
awareness and education, and supports over 250 registered properties covering 8,000 hectares. LFW has been focusing 
on the enhancement of habitat for arboreal mammals, many of which are in steep decline in northern Australia. LFW has 
worked to protect the Black-footed Tree-rat in particular, helping landholders to install 180 nest boxes and plant over 
15000 plants to provide food and habitat for the endangered species. LFW also maintains constant communication with 
the NT Weed Management Branch and fire authorities, connecting landholders to resources and ensuring that they are 
receiving up-to-date information. LFW Top End runs workshops on native plant propagation and habitat creation, and is 
involved with local schools and community events. 
 
Pull-out quote: 
 
An ongoing relationship with the NT Government Flora and Fauna Division ensures the program consults on data 
collection techniques, providing a greater understanding of the Black-footed Tree-rat and arboreal mammals generally. 
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