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The partnership to deliver a community-driven Green Army Program to the ACT Landcare community extended across the 
ACT over two years, led by the Southern ACT Catchment Group with Service Provider ACT’s Conservation Volunteers 
Australia and in partnership with Gininnderra and Molonglo Catchment Groups. The initiative saw six Green Army teams 
act as a conservation workforce for more than 60 Landcare groups and individual landholders in the region.  
 
The six teams assisted in the completion of over 250 water quality and macro-invertebrate surveys and riparian 
assessments, over 650 hectares of weeding, the planting of over 14,500 native plants, and 100 hectares of erosion 
management. The program saw 56 young people received basic training in land management and included an Aboriginal 
team who looked after Heritage sites and gained valuable skills and experience leading to employment in the land 
management field.  
 
The program undertook a broad range of on-ground works with Landcare and Parkcare groups who are members of the 
ACT Catchment Group Networks, and supported existing projects with, at times, three teams working in the region.  
 
Local Landcare groups in the ACT are largely made up of older Australians. The effectiveness of certain natural resource 
management activities was significantly enhanced by the addition of the physical capability of the younger Green Army 
teams. This support was strategically timed to maximize value by careful coordination and planning.  
 
Activities undertaken include wetland re-establishment at Strangers Paddock, erosion control at Aranda Bushland, 
Amberly Farm and Mugga Mugga Reserve, African lovegrass control in West Kambah, carp removal at Isabella Ponds, 
rabbit warren-mapping on Mount Taylor, fire recovery at Carwoola, grassland restoration in Umbagong District Park, 
weed control at Theodore Grinding Grooves, riparian restoration at Cotter, the fencing of box gum woodland at 
Tuggeranong Homestead and revegetation at Royalla. 
 
The coordination of all these activities undertaken by the Catchment Groups at the regional level has been hailed as one 
of the most successful models nationally. Planning meant that the diverse needs of local groups could be matched to the 
specific skills and capabilities of each team. The participants received a wage and training in conservation land 
management while being exposed to the social benefits of volunteerism and many NRM staff in the region, boosting their 
chance of employment.  
 
Participation also meant the opportunity to work with community groups, rural landholders, Aboriginal rangers and 
employers such as the ACT Parks and Conservation Service. The Aboriginal Green Army team was entirely Aboriginal. 
Working on country and caring for heritage sites fostered the capability of these young people with Ngunawal elder Wally 
Bell, providing network connections and cultural mentoring.  
 
 



 

 

 
Landcare is a grassroots movement that harnesses individuals and groups to protect, restore and sustainably manage 
Australia’s natural environment and its productivity. Groups that fall under the Landcare umbrella work on a diverse range 
of environmental projects and include farmers embracing sustainable farm management and any community group that 
partakes in volunteer environmental activities. To find out how you can become a Landcare volunteer and for full details 
on all 2018 National Landcare finalists, visit www.landcareaustralia.org.au  
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For further information, photographs or interviews contact:  
 
Naomi Straw       Martine Franco 
Landcare Australia       ACT Catchment Groups 
naomi.straw@landcareaustralia.com.au     info@sactcg.org.au  
02 8440 8823       6296 6400 
 
Web Summary 
 
The partnership to deliver a community-driven Green Army Program to the local Landcare community extended across 
the ACT Region over two years, led by the Southern ACT Catchment Group with Service Provider ACT’s Conservation 
Volunteers Australia, and in partnership with Gininnderra and Molonglo Catchment Groups. This program provided six 
Green Army teams as a ‘conservation workforce’ for more than 60 Landcare groups and individual landholders in the 
region. The six teams, including an entirely Aboriginal team, assisted in the completion of over 250 water quality and 
macro-invertebrate surveys and riparian assessments, over 650 hectares of weeding, the planting of over 14,500 native 
plants, and 100 hectares of erosion management. These 56 young people received basic training in land management and 
significantly boosted the work and capacity of dedicated local volunteer Landcare groups who are largely made up of 
older Australians. 
 
Pull-out quote: 
 
The coordination of all these activities undertaken by the Catchment Groups at the regional level has been hailed as one 
of the most successful models nationally. 
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